
LeVar “L. D.” Thomas is a native Dallasite and grandson of former 
Dallas City Councilman Al Lipscomb. He often tells the story of one 
day he spent with his grandfather, that started out in South Dallas 
handing out food to the homeless and ended at the home of then Mayor 
Annette Strauss. “You have those moments and those days that just 
shape your perception of the world. That was one of mine. I started that 
day handing out lunches to the homeless in South Dallas. By days end 
we were being served fresh lemonade and cookies in the biggest most 
palatial house my young eyes had ever seen. We went from drugs and 
despair to tennis courts and maids. It showed me the real disparity that 
existed and still exist between the haves and the have-nots and the 

importance of giving back. But more importantly I watched how my grandfather treated and interacted 
with individuals from such different circles. There was no difference. He treated everyone with dignity 
and respect; regardless of race, gender, money or social status. Its something I keep with me everyday 
of my life.” 

 
Mr. Thomas’ commitment to better his community blossomed early. He attended the School of 

Government and Law Magnet, where he concentrated on governmental studies. It was there he was 
first appointed to the City of Dallas Youth Commission. Later Mayor Ron Kirk appointed him chair of 
the youth commission. Under his leadership the youth commission hosted teen talk shows on 
pregnancy and violence. They also lobbied and helped pass city ordinances like the Teen Curfew and 
bicycle helmet ordinance that are still in effect today. Mr. Thomas also hosted statewide youth 
conferences right here in Dallas that brought thousands of youth together from all over the state of 
Texas. 
 

As he matured so did the causes he took on. Later, he was appointed 
to the human services commission by former councilman James 
Fantroy. Mr. Thomas helped lobby for issues related to the homeless, 
youth, and individuals that are drug and alcohol dependent. Later he 
was appointed by Councilman Leo V. Chaney 
to work on the Martin Luther King 

Community center board of directors. There he helped raise money for the 
continuation of many of the centers services including utility pay assistance, 
child immunization, and health screenings. He also helped usher in Dallas first 
community court. The community court was designed to allow individuals to 
perform service to their community instead of fines. A court many say is 
helping finally clean up south Dallas.  
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